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100-and still going strong!

HE EDITORS OPPORTUNITY- There are not many chances of taking the front headline space of the news-

letter, but here it is as we celebrate the 100th edition . | cannot recall whether it was originally Guinness or
Mackeson Stout or Johnnie Walker Whisky who used the slogan, or was it Pickfords? | am sure that someone in
the Reminiscence Group will have the answer though, as | write, | have in my minds eye an illuminated advertise-
ment in Piccadilly Circus pre-1939 with the Johnnie Walker figure striding across the fascia. Or was it Bovril and
JW was on the corner of Leicester Square? This newsletter started shortly after the start-up of U3A which means
that next year we will be celebrating the 21st year of IWU3A . Whichever or whatever, we are still going strong
and looking for an editor to continue into the next decade. Could it be YOU?

Pub signs
and
digital tv

CHAIRMANS REPORT
One hundred not out and
not quite twenty years
old — with 459 members is a
splendid achievement. It is so
lovely to have several founder
members still actively taking
part.
You will see in this Newsletter
the Certificate for Brenda
James who did so much for
the Isle of Wight U3A. She
has been included in the Na-
tional Roll if Honour . The
Citation for this award by
Joan Livingstone is also
shown.
We have been very busy this

autumn despite the blustery
weather, swirling leaves and

now dark evenings. Open
Day on Oct. 6" was again
most successful with over 70
members and visitors. The
displays by many groups and
their hard work coupled with
the organisation skills of Lily
Stafford were much appreci-
ated.

The Group Leaders meeting
on Oct.14™ provided the plat-
form for useful discussions
regarding such topics as sub-
scription, keeping a register at
meetings, Newsletter distribu-
tion, decisions within groups,
waiting lists and future activi-
ties. There are now 41
groups. Thanks go to Jan
Tavill our Group Co-ordinator.
| attended the National AGM
and Conference held from
Sept. 17"-19" at the East
Midlands Conference Centre,
Nottingham.

lan Searle was re-elected
as Chairman of the Third Age
Trust for a third year. Colin
Mitchell has retired as our SE

Regional Trustee and is re-
placed by Pam Jones of Wit-
ney U3A.

The National membership is
now 272,000 and 820 U3A’s —
still only 2% of the retired
population.

Resolutions at the AGM
agreed that there should be
better communication for net-
works with the National Office
but that the Third Age Trust
should remain the name of
our organisation.

Speakers at the Conference
were excellent, including
Heinz Wolff talking about a
trip to Mars, Baroness
Estelle Morris on evolving
education —especially con-
cerning women and the in-
crease in life chances. Prof.
Peter Kalmus a renowned
Physicist gave a lucid account
about Particles and the Uni-
verse especially the Hadron
Collider at Cern, Switzerland
and the Atom.

Discussion groups consid-

ered ‘Keeping U3A vibrant’

‘Waiting Lists’ and
‘Satellites and Regional
meetings’.

Our General Meeting on Oct.
21 featured Dr lan Thomson
who gave an interesting talk
‘The Magic World of the Witch
Doctor’

A coffee morning for New
Members has been arranged
again for Nov. 17" at the
Wootton Community Centre.

The General Meeting on
Dec. 2" has as our speaker
Ray Scarfe whose topic is
‘Origins of Island Pub Signs’
and Elaine Garrett will spend
a few minutes telling us about
help for the Digital Switchover
of TV reception in our area on
Mar. 7". Watch out for our
Beacon editorial in Jan. 2012
I hope you will Continue to
enjoy your time in our U3A
and support the ongoing ac-
tivities towards the time of
Newsletter No. 200.

Lionel Alexander.

GENERAL MEETINGS
At Riverside Centre,
The Quay, Newport

2.15 for 2.30 - 4.30 p.m.

Friday 2nd December

Short briefing by
Elaine Garrett,
Project Manager, RCC
on The digital switchover
Then talk by - Ray Scarfe
'Origins of Island Pub
Signs'

Friday 17th February
Chris Lisher
"Yarmouth Harbour'
Members and Visitors
welcome
Free refreshments

Habla
Espagnole !

he group continues to
progress well. We meet
every two weeks on a Monday
afternoon at the Brading Cen-
tre. What we lack in conversa-
tional skills we make up in
enthusiasm. We mainly work
from books and CDs, with a
well earned break for cof-
fee/tea and biscuits.
Peter Neeves.
Please note that the contact
for the group is still Peter
Neeves but with a new phone
number, as follows:
07925 179182

o you fancy simply a cof-

fee and chat? I'm a new
member and thought some-
times you simply just want to
go round to someone’s house
and have a coffee and chat! |
live in Wroxall and | am on the

number 3 bus route. | am
proposing the first meet will be
on Friday 27" January at 11
o'clock. If you would like to
come round and meet me and
hopefully others, please tele-
phone Brenda Hart on 07977
866821.

MAH-
WHAT?

ah Jong - May-jongg

Mahjong. However you
pronounce it , this is a com-
plex and enthraling game
Last year, players have tried
to collect ‘Wriggling Snakes’ ,
complete ‘Unique Wonders’
and find ‘Buried Treasure’
There is now a core of ad-
venturous players so we are
adding new hands to our
repertoire. Beginners are
always welcome. They start
by playing with an experi-
enced player until confident.
Debbie Zumbeel




Manners,Society & Murder

Shanklin Book Group

isters by Rosamund Lup-

ton brought up more
questions on relationships
between family members than
was expected. The story is
based on the quest by the
elder sister to find the killer of
her younger sibling. Based in
London but considered by
some to have an American
“feel”, a straightforward
search for a killer is compli-
cated by the metamorphosis
of the survivor into the victim.
A twist at the end was a sur-
prise for most of the group
and left the reader to decide
on their own ending.

The Age of Innocence by
Edith Wharton took us back in
time to New York of the
1870’s when society was gov-
erned by “old money” within
strictly applied rules of behav-
iour and expectation. As al-
ways, Wharton weaves to-
gether the traits of selfishness
and sacrifice of her characters
in a way that divides the opin-
ion of the readers: was May,
the young pretty bride of the
season, an innocent or a ma-

nipulator? a victim of circum-
stance or the creator? Was
her cousin the bohemian Ellen
Olenska a breath of fresh air
in the stuffy drawing rooms of
the East Coast or a catalyst
that could bring down the hon-
our of the stalwart families of
polite society?

The comedy of manners, A
Handful of Dust by Evelyn
Waugh, was our third book.
This satirical look at the afflu-
ent society of the 1930’s
brought together a wonderful
band of character with names
to match: Tony Last — the last
of his kind; Lady Cockpurse —
flighty with lots of cash; John
Beaver and his ghastly mother
— beavering away at collecting
other people’'s fortunes for
themselves, the list goes on.

Waugh intertwines myths
and legends with the break-
down of a marriage and of a
way of life. It was very much
enjoyed by the group and
deserves its place at 34" in
the 100 best novels in the
English Language of the
Twentieth Century.

June Withers

APOCALYPSE THEN?

YAVERLAND BOOK CLUB

We now have a total member-
ship of 10, and have settled
into an enjoyable meeting of
friends.

Looking back on the books we
have read, we have been given
an insight of several countries.
One of the most popular was
Water for Elephants by Sara
Gruen; the story is told by a 93
year old man, a resident in a re-
tirement home, who as a young
veterinary student is left penniless
when his parents are killed in a
car accident. He leaves univer-
sity, boards a train that is carrying
a travelling circus and sees the
brutal life behind the scenes.

Our latest book was ‘The Road’
by Cormac McCarthy. This tells
of an apocalypse that has hit

America, possibly the world, but
we are not told the cause. Ash
covers the landscape, air is pol-
luted, rain is a constant, and
through this hostile landscape
travel a father and his young son,
cold, hungry and frightened.
Their entire possessions in a
trolley.

Depressing and bleak as this
might sound, this book produced
the liveliness debate! Many sug-
gestions for the disaster, man
made or biblical, could this book
be a warning? There was admira-
tion for the devotion of the father,
and the goodness and compas-
sion shown by the young boy
towards his fellowmen makes this
book compulsive reading.

Barbara Harrison

Cowes Book Group
We have welcomed two new

members this autumn, and
also reviewed three relatively
easy-read novels, including one,
- Blue Slipper Bay by Wendy K.
Harris , the second of her books
based on the Isle of Wight, cen-
tred around areas of Ventnor.
Parts of this moving story about
characters taking a second
chance in life were judged far-
fetched, but the significant appeal
to many was the descriptive detail
of locally recognised places.
Missing, by Susan Lewis,
told of family trials during the
search to find a mother who
had chosen to disappear, and
of the guilt and suspicions
caused by secrets from the
past when a young baby had
mysteriously disappeared.

Two storylines were well
woven side by side, but there
was a further interesting

rather topical theme regarding
cut throat press and media
activity, all in the cause of
‘getting a story’ - whatever the
cost.

One Day by David Nicholls,
- recently made into a film of
the same name, was a near
50/50 split on popularity, but
was the story of two young
people who met and subse-
quently chose to meet up, on
the very same day of the year,
over a period of twenty years,
providing snapshots of how
their characters changed with
time, and of their evolving
relationship.

Our next reads and reviews
are due to be Black Dia-
monds — The Rise and Fall
of a Great English Dynasty
by Catherine Bailey , - 18/11;

Her Fearful Symmetry by
Audrey Niffenegger , - 16/12;
The Forgotten Garden by
Kate Morton ,

Shirley Mawdsley

A reading
Holiday

Bonchurch Book group

The Modern Novel
or the first time, this year we
had a month's break in the
Summer. Hopefully a lot of good
books were read during this time
which eventually will benefit us all.

Since our last Report we have
read ‘Northern Lights’, the first
part of Philip Pullman’s trilogy,
not a simple book to read or fully
understand. Liz gave us a very
informed presentation. ‘The Dis-
tant Hours’ by Kate Morton was,
by contrast, criticized by the ma-
jority for its verbose style and
drawn out plot.
Ann Allen

Symphonies
& Concertos

Recorded music

We recommenced operations

in September after our sum-
mer break. For our first meeting
we were entertained by Muriel
Bridgeman who presented a pro-
gramme of orchestral music by
Dvorak, Haydn, Brahms and
Borodin . | was particularly
pleased to hear Dvoraks Fourth
Symphony. For many years,
Dvorak was only credited with the
five symphonies published in his
life time, the first four not num-
bered or given Opus numbers.
How lucky we are to have them
now !

Our October meeting was at my
place , and the main works were
two symphonies, the Sybelius 5 ™"
and the Saint-Saens 3 ™ ( the so-
called Organ Symphony)

Evelyn and Bill Robson
hosted our latest meeting in
November when we heard
Edouard Lalo’'s Symphony
Espagnole followed by a
Brahms Piano Quartet and
then watched a fine perform-
ance on DVD of Beethoven’s
‘Emperor’ Piano Concerto.
Further meetings are scheduled
for 13" December in Shanklin
and 10" January in Wroxalll.

Peter Bell

Our group has had a good
year, stitching, learning
and visiting exhibitions. We
displayed some of our work at
the U3A open day in October,
which seemed to attract a lot
of interest. At our last meet-
ing our leader Dinny , along
with her sister (also an experi-

enced quilter) gave us a dem-
onstration on how to construct
flying geese blocks. Yes that
really is a patchwork pattern!
At our final meeting this year
in December we will get to-
gether for a Christmas meal,
kindly hosted by our leader.
We look forward to next year
with more sewing, learning
and fun.

Anne Tilley

Treasurer’s Note

N ow it is time to think about

renewing your membership
for 2012. The subscription rates
are again being held at £10
single and £17 for a couple
living at the same address.
Please send your subscription
(cheque or postal order made
payable to ‘IW U3A’, or cash) to
me accompanied by a completed
application form. (One should be
included with this Newsletter) If
you wish for Gift Aid to be applied

to your contribution please ensure
that you complete the back of the
form and sign it. (HMRC say that
only one person should sign it). If
you are including your e-mail
address please write it clearly
and also let me know if you
change it or move house during
2012. With my best wishes to all
of our members for Christmas and
2012.

Roy Williams, 24 Dove Close, St
Helens, Ryde, PO33 1 TQ

Tel: 872276




LOBSTER
TO ORDER!

DINING OUT FOR FUN

he New Inn at Shalfleet

excelled itself for our din-
ner in August. | was bemoan-
ing the fact that Lobster Ther-
midor had not been included
on the specials menu, where-
upon the gentleman taking our
orders said he would ask the
Chef if he could cook it for me
and another member re-
quested it also . Hey Presto!
the Chef willingly obliged two
very appreciative customers.

September saw us at the
Folly Inn at Whippingham
where the menu had changed
quite considerably. There
were far fewer fish dishes and
more Thai and Indian ones,
however everyone seemed
happy with their food.

At Yelf's Hotel in Ryde, very
amiable waitresses served us
with their usual excellent food
in the Dutch Room. It is al-
ways a pleasure to return
there.

The next venues will be;

30™ Nov. White Hart Inn, Ha-
venstreet
25" Jan.
tel, Cowes
29" Feb.
Newport
28" Mar.
brooke

I will need your orders in
advance please for the New
Holmwood and Burrs so the
menus will be passed around
as usual at the previous ven-
ues. We meet between 6.30
and 7.00 pm and please notify
me if, having booked, you
need to cancel. | wish you all
the Season’s Greetings.

June Reddiex

New Holmwod Ho-
Burrs Restaurant,

Valentinos, Caris-

#P %! &

Our young group is slowly
increasing and we were de-
lighted with the interest shown
and the kind comments that
were made on our wide vari-
ety of knitted goods of all
shapes and sizes on display
at the Open Day in October.
Three ladies have shown in-
terest in joining us on Tues-
day afternoons. We now look
forward to cosy afternoons
knitting and sharing our many
social interests.

Georgina McKenzie

irst Tuesday in the month
Meeting 12.00 - 12.30pm
December
month socially for most people
there will be no Pub Lunch.

We start the New Year on
Tues. 3rd Jan with lunch at
The Waverley, Top of High St.
Carisbrooke.

Bus No. 7 from Newport.
Tues. 7th Feb
The White Lion
Main Rd.

Arreton

Bus No. 8 from Newport
Tues. 6th March
The Horse & Groom
Main Rd. Ningwood.

Bus No. 7 from Newport
Shalfleet route.

Tues. 3rd April
The Dark Horse

High St. Brading.

Bus No. 2 from Newport &
Ryde.

I will be away during Feb. &
March. Rosemary Marks has
kindly offered, once again to
take over the organising of
these venues. Ring Rose-

mary on 406590 to book your
place.
An early Merry Christmas to

ay | use our 100th issue
of the Newsletter for a

M

little boast. | think our Group is
the longest established group
in our U3A. The Art Group
started much the same time

but Sheila has been our
leader for practically all that
time and still hasn't run out of
ideas to challenge us, and
long may she continue to do
so. We all seem to be working
on different pieces at the mo-
ment, some copying a sonnet,
all fourteen lines, and others
including me playing catchup.
Lily Stafford

being a busy

( Second Group)
Seeing the old year out,

celebrating the New Year
in— We have decided to have
the final lunch for this year on
the 12" December, We will be
going to the Eight Bells at
Carisbrooke. 12 for 12.30pm.
The first one next year will be
The Waverley in Carisbrooke
on 9" January. 12 for
12.30pm.
The February venue will be
the Sloop at Wootton Bridge
11.30 for 12 noon.
The venue for March will be
The Dark Horse in Brading 12
for 12.30pm.
If you have any questions
please call me and | will try to
help. Please let me know on
282570 ( a message can be
left) if you would like to come
to any of the above.
Christine Addison

Walkies!
with Mike

onday 12" Dec. Lugley

St. CarPark. 2pm. This is
not the first Monday because
Chris and | will be in the Lake
District. The walk features
what is left of Petticoat Lane
and circles back via Alvington.
Mon 9" Jan. 10am. Freshwa-
ter Cliffs Car Park. Not the
first Monday as that would
clash with the New Year cele-
brations.

The walk will head towards
Tennyson’s monument; on the
recce we didn't reach it so
don’t be put off by the hill.
Bread and soup will be avail-
able afterward by prior ar-
rangement.

Monday 6" Feb. 2pm at Ar-
reton Barns Car Parkl. Tea
/Coffee should be available
afterwards at the pub café. If
the weather is miserable the
walk could be shortened to
less than the planned 2 hour/4
mile duration.

Mike Beardmore .

(incorporating Plant Swap)

Sue and | have plans for

next season. The Na-
tional Gardening Week is April
16" -22™ s0 we are hoping to
arrange a visit to a largeish
Island garden during that
week, if possible, combined
with an informal plant swap. A
visit to Highgrove has been
suggested for later in the year
if there is enough interest.
Debbie Zumbeel

he event we have visited

most frequently is the
Victorian Christmas Market at
Portsmouth Dockyard. This
year we are planning to have
a change and visit the Win-
chester Cathedral Christmas
Market. This runs from 24
November to 21 December.
As yet we have not chosen a
date for our visit.

If you are interested in join-
ing this Group please contact
me.

Wendy Williams

If you would be willing to act as
Examiner of our Accounts for the
year ended 31 December
2011 would you please contact
either our Secretary Sue Casey
(Tel 614095) or Roy Williams our
Treasurer (Tel 872276). This is
not usually an onerous task -
each year it normally in-
volves one afternoon's
work between 1st and 15th
February.

BRIDGE AT COWES

THE CARD PLAYING VARIETY!

e still hold our bridge sessions at The 1.O.W. Community
Club which most people still refer to as "The Plessey

Club" in Park Road, Cowes
2.00pm till 4.30pm.

on Thursday afternoon from

For those members who may wish to join the Bridge Club
but feel they can't as they know nothing about it, | would sug-
gest that they look on the internet for "No Fear Bridge". This
will give them an insight into what bridge is about and they
have a crib sheet that is very handy that can be printed off.
We're a very friendly & accommodating group & any potential
members will be most welcome to try it out.

Lastly | should like to send my Seasons Greeting to one & all,
plus best wishes for the New Year.

Vern Morris







renda James founded the

U3A in the Isle of Wight
in 1991. She was a remark-
able woman, dedicated to the
idea of education from the
cradle to the grave. At the
age of 17 she read History at
Manchester University and
subsequently took a Teacher
Training Course.

Already committed to Third
Age education, in 1960 she
appeared on television ex-
plaining her ideas of educa-
tion after a working life. In
Manchester in 1963 she be-
came Principal of Cheetham
Further Education Centre
which was later reorganized
into Abram Moss Educational
Complex where she became
Head of Department for Adult
Education. She was one of
the first people to start a pre-
retirement course.

In 1981 she took early retire-
ment and moved to the Isle of
Wight. During the summer of
1991, Brenda James wrote to
the Isle of Wight County Press
inviting anyone interested in
forming a branch of the U3A
to attend a meeting at her
home. About forty people
turned up to hear a talk by
Audrey Cloet from National
Headquarters. And so the Isle
of Wight U3A (IWU3A) came
into being. Brenda was the

first
treasurer,
an active
member of
the commit-
tee, a major
influence in
their decision-
making and an
inspiration  to all.
She became one of the Re-
gional Representatives, liais-
ing with other branches on the
mainland. Several times she
attended the National Confer-
ences where her contributions
to the meetings were always
highly respected. Besides all
the administrative work and
organization, Brenda person-
ally facilitated numerous
groups — two history groups
(with such diverse topics as

Ancient
Egypt, Christian
Medieval Women, The His-
tory of London, Constitution of
the USA and The Develop-
ment of Poland), Family His-
tory and Genealogy, Musical
Appreciation, Reminiscences
and Computer Studies (when
she provided the use of her
eight computers, scanner and
photocopier).

To get the IWU3A up and
running she allowed full use of
her premises and always pro-
vided free coffee and biscuits.
Brenda also organized the

tickets and transport to Chich-
ester, Southampton and
Portsmouth of a thriving thea-
tre group and took members
to various places of interest
both on the Island and on the
Mainland. Her drive and de-
termination inspired us all; she
was always very positive that
we would succeed.

Her ability to allow free dis-
cussion and criticism, involv-
ing everyone in her group, yet
knowing how to restore com-
posure to a frequently over
enthusiastic class was ad-
mired by many. It was her
total commitment to the impor-
tance of learning and expand-
ing each person's intellectual
abilities as they grow older
that justified all the effort
Brenda put in.

Without Brenda's hard, un-
selfish work for the U3A, there
would be many older people
on the lIsle of Wight with a
lonelier and poorer quality of
life.

During the early months
of 2003, despite serious
illness, Brenda rose from
her sick bed to receive an
award as the Outstanding
Lifelong Learner of the Year
on the Isle of Wight. Two
months later, on 19 ™ July,
she died.

Joan Livingstone

ARMCHAIR
FRENCH

As the year is coming to an
end our group of seven

have successfully finished
reading "Un sac de billes" by
Joseph Joffo. It was our first
French book and outlined the
reality of surviving in a hostile
world. The first alarm signal
sounded when two German
officers arrived in the hair-
dressing salon of Monsieur
Joffo, a Jewish hairdresser,
which they realised too late.
The second was the reaction
of the schoolmates of their
two young sons when the
boys arrived wearing a gold
star, indicating their race, at
school. The parents immedi-
ately sent the boys with a
rucksack of clothes and a sum
of money to try and reach
Marshall Petains "Free
Zone",which they did. They
managed it by their ingenuity

and courage and although
they started out as children
they returned to Paris as
young men to their mother
and brothers to mourn with
them the death of their father.
The fact that the brothers sur-
vived is remarkable because
according to the French law-
yer and historian Serge Klars-
feld, who was a hidden child
during the war, has stressed
that the war against the Jews
in France was more than any-
thing a war against children.
Kay Hayles

Georgina Marsh

SOLO WHIST

Solo is proving so popular
that the group is threatening
to outgrow the space avail-
able. | am considering chang-
ing from once to twice a
month in the New Year to try
to spread demand. Please
contact me in January if you
are interested.

John Zumbeel

Quelle
annee!l

FRENCH CONVERSATION 1

hroughout the year the aim of

the group to speak better
French never wavered and our
knowledge of France increased
as we explored the different re-
gions, from an "armchair" of
course. Coupled with our own
experiences, in French it
made for an interesting and
enjoyable meeting every
time. We are appreciative of
our hostesses Keith and
Jeanine and also to Jeanine
for her guidance in French as
we aim for perfection in the
language. At our last meeting
of this year we hope to sing
some French carols and raise
our cups to wish each other a
Merry Christmas and an even
better New Year. Joyeux
Noel a tous. A happy Christ-
mas to everyone.
Georgina Marsh

FILMS AND
CONVERSATION
IN FRENCH

FRENCH CONVERSATION 2

During this Autumn ses-
sion French Conversation
Group 2 have diverged some-
what from our usual format
and David has shown some
entertaining French films from
his extensive collection.
Some of us found this quite
challenging but fortunately
others were on hand to help.
This is certainly something we
will do again. Otherwise, at
our meetings we have contin-
ued to converse in French, we
have followed and analysed
short stories and have
amused ourselves with cross-
words and other word games.
We meet weekly, on Friday
afternoons.

Sue Casey




History choice of Four groups

History-West Wight
We continue to meet on the

second and fourth Thurs-
days of each month at the Con-
servative Club, Queens Road,
Freshwater. Our meetings nor-
mally begin at 2.30pm but please
note that, due to the darker eve-
nings, the meetings on 24th No-
vember and 8 December will start
at 2pm.

We have just started to look at
the lives of Queen Victoria’s nine
children as given by John Van
Der Kirste in his book Queen
Victoria’s children. We are discov-
ering that they were very different
characters but that they remained
a close knit family. They married
into European royal families. Their
loyalties were divided and political
controversy dominated their lives.
They made their individual contri-
butions to public life in Britain and
overseas.

Wendy Williams

History- Mid-Wight

Our study of the Edward-
ian Period continues to

be most interesting. Reminis-
cences of those living in this
time bring alive the prevailing
social and political views.

Changes were fast ap-
proaching, with the imminent
event of WW1, as we have
seen in Downton Abbey.
Eva Alexander

History-Cowes

eminder — Group Christmas

Lunch at Gods Providence
House, Newport on 25" Novem-
ber. There is no scheduled meet-
ing in December. Instead mem-
bers will be able to attend the
U3A General meeting at the Riv-
erside Centre at 2:15 for 2:30 on
Friday 2" December for a talk by
Roy Scarfe on “The Origins of
Island Pub Signs”.

Monthly meetings commence
14:30 hours (doors open 14:00
hours) in the Parish Room at the
rear of St Mary's Church, Cowes;
usually first Friday in the month.
Tea/coffee and biscuits follow
talk. Donation to meeting costs
£1.50. There are some free 2
hour parking places on left hand
side of Church Road. Be sure to
park within parking lines.

Winter Programme

Friday 6™ January 2012
“Tales from Wootton History”
Doreen Gazey, Wootton resi-
dent and local Historian
Friday 3" February 2012
“The History of Red Funnel
Line -Hazel Nicholson, Archi-
vist for Red Funnel

Friday 2™ March 2012

“The Sinking of HMS Royal
George at Spithead in 1782”
Roger Whitby Smith, former
Naval Officer
Sylvia Sillar.
David Baldwin

Sally Hayes

History — East Wight.

e are now across the

Channel in France in
1789, at the start of the
French Revolution. The
events of the next ten years
shook eighteenth century
Europe to its foundations.
Christopher Hibbert's brilliant
book sets the scene of discon-
tent with a most helpful Pro-
logue. We are starting this
period of history using the
book but with contributions
and discussion from the
group.

The group continues to meet
at ‘The Farriers’ at the corner
of Pitts Lane, Binstead, on
alternate Wednesdays at 2-
30pm.

Lionel Alexander
Wendy Williams

he group continues to run

at full capacity and obvi-
ously successfully. There is a
short waiting list but we gradu-
ally manage to absorb those
on it. New enquiries are al-
ways welcome for information
and details please contact me

$+ 9%
+

ur Group which meets at The

Park Centre, Ryde s still
going ahead strongly. At the Open
Day we had a little interest from a
few people but we were able to
gain one new member. With a
consistent number of eight to ten
we continue with our fortnightly
meetings on Thursday at 2.15pm.
After the Summer break we de-
cided that we would go through
the Alphabet with our subjects for
discussion. So we commenced
with Poems or Poets starting with
the letter A. This was very suc-
cessful (only one chose the poet
Anon), and so far we have ex-
plored letters B and C. So many
Poems and Poets to choose from
and we have enjoyed the new
format. New members are very
welcome.
We have lost one lady, Elizabeth,
who had not been with us very
long before knowing that she was
ill but she really loved the poetry
and came as long as she could.
Her funeral was last week. Con-
gratulations on the 100th newslet-
ter.
Evelyn Robson and Sheila Day

Computer users, you can cre-
ate an icon on your desktop
to give you easier access to The
Isle of Wight U3As website.
Easy....just follow the instructions
below
Google Isle of Wight U3A , then
double click on the result, which
should take you to the Home
Page of our web site. Alterna-
tively, simply type in www.u3a-
isle-of-wight.org.uk With the
cursor pointing anywhere on the
Home Page RIGHT CLICK on
the mouse — a shortcut menu will
appear. Looking down the list of
items, Left click on ‘create short-
cut’ .
A message will appear asking
you if you want to put a short-
cut onto your desktop — click
on Yes. Now lets test it out.
Close down the web site in
the usual way. Look at your
desktop screen and you
should find an icon there listed
as U3A Home (or similar)

Now everytime you would like
to check the website, just dou-
ble click on the icon on your
desktop — good luck!

Jan Tavill

on 562047

We meet on Friday mornings
at St Mary’s Church Hall War-
wick St. Ryde. 10am until 12
noon.

Brenda Benson

$ )*

U nfortunately | was on holiday

on the open day but Marga-
ret Scales and Mavis Travis did a
brilliant job setting up the display
and manning the stand. We will
be sorry to lose Margaret to the
wilds of Suffolk but we wish her
well and ‘happy gardening.’

They took some photos so | was
able to see how impressive the
“big picture” looked centre stage.
The members who took part in the
project did an excellent job and
really enjoyed it. We have had an
offer to display it in the café of the
Roman Villa; we hope to see it
there in the New Year.

We would have liked a few new
members to have joined up on the
day, so if anyone who did not
attend the open day is thinking of
Art as a hobby please get in
touch. | understand quite a few
people who live in West Wight
were interested but put off by the
journey, maybe someone from
that area would like to start a
group in that area.

We have worked in small groups
to explore abstract, including
using Autumn leaves to create an
interesting picture and we will
continue with these groups to try
out different ideas. The next
group will be painting all sorts of
brick and stone walls.

One of our members, Betty
Harris, has won the over 70's
category in a Christmas
card competition organised by
Made on the Isle of Wight. Her
entry was an | of W shaped
design with a robin in the cen-
tre and edged in holly. Well
done Betty!

Barbara Edmunds

This newsletter can be
printed off from the
U3A website .

We meet 2nd Wed of each
month at Cowes Baptist
Church. 2-4pm . See a photo
of our crafts on the centre
pages.

TIPSY DOG AND CROOKED GAMBLERS

Reminscence and Remember When?

We have had an active last
quarter of the year. The
Group has a potential of 12
members after adding two from
the "Open Day". Our last topic
was, Animals, which varied in
size from the famous ' Harry the
Hippo' from Coventry Zoo to
'Henry the Hamster' a famous
pet. Adrian gave a humorous
account of his dog attacking
motor cyclists, whilst Wendy
related a more caring history
with her many and varied pet
cats. Bob gave an intellectual
lesson on the origin of animals
and their predatory nature while
Evelyn confessed to letting their
dog 'Tipsy' loose during a bor-

ing cricket match while husband,
Bill, was batting. 'Tipsy' stopped
the match by sitting in the middle
of the pitch, (he was sober at the
time). The match was resumed
,eventually. Gerry's tale of horse
racing and fixing bets in Rhodesia
caused a lot of mirth and the af-
ternoon ended with Brian doing
his animal conjuring tricks after
his wife discussed their history of
lovely dogs plus pictures.

Our next meeting will be on
January 17th 2012 at Ryde at
2.15pm and the Subject will be
discussed "The Road Not Taken".
We are a friendly group and new
members will be welcome.

Bill Robson
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41 GROUPS
FOR IWU3A

he annual Group Leaders’
Meeting was held in Octo-
ber and well-attended by most
of the committee as well as
the Group Leaders from most
of the Groups of which there
are 41
Sadly, the ‘Brush up your
French’ Group at Freshwater
has folded due to personal
reasons and we would like to
thank Sandra Thearle for her
hard work with this Group
It is hoped that two new
Groups will be started before
the end of 2011, another
French Group led by a new
member John Yelland, and
due to high demand a second
Patchwork and Quilting
Group. The latter will be held
in Ryde on the first Wednes-
day afternoon of the month at
St Mary’s Church Hall, High
Street, Ryde from 2-4pm. The
inaugural meeting was held
on November 2" and the next
meeting is on December 7
2011. Ten people attended

the first meeting. Sally Hayes
(289805) has kindly offered to
start as Group Leader but
hopes another member will
share this duty.

A new group led by a new
member is to commence in
January 2012. Its simply a
coffee and a chat opportunity.
For further info read the ap-
propriate article within this
newsletter.

Armchair French is now led by
Georgina Marsh, assisted by Kay
Hayles, also in Ryde.

Janet Hope, who led both the
Creative Writing and Discussion
and Argument Groups in Brading,
has gone to India for 5 months but
Carol Gask will take over the
Creative Writing while she is
away.

Jan Tavill and | would like to
thank all the Group Leaders for
their work in enthusing their mem-
bers and all their hard work
throughout the year.

Ann Thorp ( Assistant

Groups’ Co-ordinator)

fter a very full Autumn of

theatre going, the Winter
months Programme offers a
good play for each month,
with the awaited excursion to
Southampton as an added
bonus for those who have
booked, in February.
Monday 5" December 7.30
Medina Theatre, Newport.
The Vienna Festival Ballet
‘The Nutcracker’ £14.50.
Much loved Christmas ballet.
Ring the theatre for seats.
Thursday 8 ™ December 7.30
Apollo Theatre, Newport. £7
‘Absurd Person Singular’,
Alan Ayckbourne’s comedy

will be a perfect run up to
Christmas.

Friday 27" January 2012
7.30 Freshwater Memorial
Hall. £7. Ventnor Theatre
Group in ‘Little Women'. This
Group has won awards, and
now chooses this much loved
story of four sisters.

Thursday 9th February 7.30
Apollo Theatre, Newport. £7
‘Under Milk Wood'. A dramati-
zation of Dylan Thomas's fa-
mous poem of Welsh village
life.

Thursday 23 ™ February 2pm
Mayflower Theatre, South-
ampton. ‘Sister Act’. Further
information will come to those
booked.

GROUP SUPPERS 6pm be-
fore all Apollo Productions at
Pizza Express.

Ann Allen

Isle of Wight U3A -
Group Leaders as at
17th November 2011
Group Leader el No llocation
Art Workshop Barbara Edmunds 862108|St Helens
Astronomy Paul England 752194|Nr Yarmouth
Bridge Vernon Morris 292976|Cowes
Books - Bonchurch Ann Allen 852037|Bonchurch
Books - Cowes Shirley Mawdsley 883612|Cowes
Books - Shanklin June Withers 866459|Shanklin
Books - Yaverland Barbara Harrison 406617|Yaverland
Calligraphy Lily Stafford 740280|Newport

" Sheila Bell 853303
Classical Music David Shirley 756162|Totland
Craft Sally Hayes 289805|Cowes
Creative Writing Carol Gask 613137|Brading
Days Out Wendy Williams 872276|Various
Dining out for fun June Reddiex 294628|Various
English Literature John Kempster 752308|Freshwater

" Wendy Williams 872276
Folk Dancing Brenda Benson 562047|Ryde

" Shirley Burns
French Conversation 1 |Georgina Marsh 564217|Ryde
French Conversation 2 |Sue Casey 614095|Ryde
Armchair French Georgina Marsh 564217|Ryde

Kay Hayles

Genealogy Linda Jones 863031|Shanklin
History East Wight Lionel Alexander 852688|Ryde

" Wendy Williams 872276
History Mid Wight Eva Alexander 852688|Brading
History West Wight Wendy Williams 872276|Freshwater
Island History Sylvia Sillar 883924 |Cowes

" Sally Hayes 289805

" David Baldwin 290144
IT - Newport Jan Tavill 562565|Newport
Knit and Yarn Georgina McKenzie 612113|Seaview
Mah Jong Debbie Zumbeel 400300|Lake
Mathematics Paul England 752194|Nr Yarmouth
Patchwork & Quilting |Dinny Card 564749|Ryde
Patchwork & Quilting 2 |Ann Thorp 811618|Ryde
Plant Swap Sue Casey 614095

" Debbie Zumbeel 400300
Poetry Evelyn Robson 868073|Ryde

" Sheila Day 615947
Pub Lunch by Bus (1) |Maggie Hough 292689|Various
Pub Lunch by Bus (2) |Christine Addison 282570|Various
Recorded Music Peter Bell 853303|Wroxall
Remember When? Bill Robson 868073|Lake
Solo Whist John Zumbeel 400300|Lake
Spanish Peter Neeves 07925 179182(Brading
Theatre - Chichester |[Lily Stafford 740280|Chichester
Theatre - Local Ann Allen 852037|Various
Walking Michael Beardmore 754327|Various
Coming Soon:
French Conversation 3
all enquiries at this
stage to Georgina
Marsh 564217

he skype sessions have

been so successful and
so rewarding for me when
people ring me afterwards and
say things like, | spoke and
saw my grandchildren in Aus-
tralia last Saturday and | was
completely overcome. In ad-

dition its all for free!

| am therefore holding an-
other skype session on Tues-
day 17" January in my home.
| already have a list of people
wanting to attend but please
contact me if you are inter-
ested as | may need to put on
an additional session.

I am on a learning curve
myself at the moment as
nearly everyone coming to my

classes is now using Windows
7. More experienced users
won't find this change too
difficult.  However for new
users | can recommend the
Really, Really, Really Easy
step by step computer book
(Windows 7 edition). This is
now the book | am using for
my absolute beginners
classes.

I am proposing to hold a

couple of sessions at the end
of January as refresher ses-
sions for those who have at-
tended my absolute beginners
course. In addition commenc-
ing February a new absolute
beginners course.

So, if you are interested in
skype, refresher or absolute
beginners get in touch with
me.

Jan Tavill




