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BOOK GROUP-SHANKLIN  

T he Shanklin group has 
been very pleased to wel-

come in the new year with four 
new members and we look 
forward to many happy hours 
discussing our choices for this 
year. 
   We have discussed the award 
winning novel The Island  by Vic-
toria Hislop  which tells the story 
of Spinalonga, an island a ñstoneôs 
throwò off the north coast of Crete, 
which was the main leper colony 
for Greece from 1903 to 1957. It is 
a passionate and shocking story of 
families torn apart not only by the 
disease but also by the German 
invasion during the second world 
war. 
   No one in the group had been 
aware of the history of this Island 
or how lepers were then treated 
and we enjoyed reading about 
their resilience, fortitude, compas-
sion and eventually their release 
from the disease and freedom 
from the island 
   Our second novel, A Thousand 
Splendid Suns  by Khalid 
Hosseini, was an outright winner 
with the group. It covers the time 
in Afghanistan from Soviet rule to 
the advance of the Taliban when 
many women went in fear for their 
lives. It is a story well told and 
greatly benefits by the way 
Hosseini does not overwrite the 
violence. Although written by a 
man, the group found the female 
characters convincing and, man or 
woman, the reader suffers along-
side them as they are beaten, 
raped and murdered.  
   This is a book that portrays a 
violent society which hands out 
rough justice but this should not 
put off a reader, it is a book well 
worth reading. 

June Withers            866459  

         CRAFT GROUP 

I  am pleased to report that 
our first meeting in our new 

premises went very well.  The 
types of crafts produced by 
members of the group will be 
purely dependant upon its 
membership.  We each help 
each other.  If you are inter-
ested in being part of this 
friendly group, why not give us 
a visit and see what we do.      
    We currently meet once a 
month and there is a small 
charge of £1.50.  There are a 
few places still available so 
contact me. 
Sally Hayes         289805  

     BOOK GROUPïCOWES 

B oth our 2010 novels so far 
have been stories arising 

out of events for peoples in 
their far-off homelands, as a 
result, either of war or the 
óinvasionô and exploitation of 
innocent peoples by rich and 
greedy multinational Compa-
nies. 
     Both were told mostly from the 
point of view of black individuals 
as they tried to understand the 
lifestyle and principles of white 
people. Both were well written, 
and invoked lively discussions, 
contained strong, realistic charac-
ters and proved to be popular 
reads for the majority, although 
there were levels of cruel violence 
perpetrated against innocent peo-
ple that were highly depressing in 
parts. 
    The Other Hand  by Chris 
Cleave was a page tuner, - an eye
-opening story detailing aspects of 
everyday life in UK asylum centres 
and their aftermath, and delicately 
managed to invoke feelings of 
both high humour and horror. ï An 
unusual combination. Mr. Pip  by 

Lloyd Jones  gave a wonderful 
insight into how the imagina-
tion of village  children on a S. 
Pacific island, who have very 
few material possessions, 
could be magically inspired by 
a highly unusual teacher, in 
very difficult times, simply by 
readings from Great Expecta-
tions. Hence the book title.  
    Next Meetings & Books to 
be reviewed: 19th Mar. 2010 - 
The Dig  by John Preston:  
16th Apr. 2010 - The Divide  
by Nicholas Evans:  15th May 
2010 ï TBA 
Shirley Mawdsley     883612 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 
MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIP-
TION FOR 2010? 

A t the time of going to press 
over 380 members have. 

This is over 70 more than at 
this time last year and it in-
cludes around 40 new mem-
bers. My sincere thanks to all 

BOOK  GROUP-BONCHURCH  

T he first book we read this 
year was the best seller 

óThe Other Handô by Chris 
Cleave.  

    The main character in the 
story was an illegal immi-
grant called Little Bee, who 
had spent two years in a 
Detention Centre, then finds 
the English family who had 
tried to save her and her 
sisterôs life in Nigeria, and is 
eventually deported.       
    There are too many twists 
and turns in the story to convey 
in a few words how horror is 
piled upon horror;  It certainly 
was a read that held you, but 
as a group we found many 
flaws. 
    February is the month of our 
Birthday, this the 8th we cele-
brated as usual with a delicious 
buffet lunch before getting 
down to business and a general 
discussion of books read, and 
in particular our book of the 
month óBorder Crossingô by 
Pat Barker.  
   This was a dark story expertly 
told of Tom, a child psycholo-
gist, and Danny who had been 
given a new identity after his 
imprisonment as a child mur-
derer.  
   Tom is reluctantly drawn back 
into a relationship with this 
young man he had been largely 
responsible for incarcerating. 
This is a gripping exploration of 
evil and control and ensured an 
excellent discussion. 
Ann   Allen                     852037 

 

 

Friday, 9th April 2010 
2.15 for 2.30  
to 4.30 p.m.  

IWU3A   

ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING  

Riverside Centre, 

Newport  
(Papers enclosed with 

this Newsletter) 
  

and after 
 the business - 

 
Colin Mitchell  

Regional Trustee/

Representative  

U2A South  

East Region  

Members and Visitors 

welcome .Free entry,  

Free refreshments ,  

Raffle, Bring & Buy  

of you for your co-operation 
and your continued interest in 
our U3A. 
IF YOU ARE ONE OF AB OUT 
60 MEMBERS THAT HAVENôT 
PAID, YOU SHOULD HAVE 
RECEIVED A FURTHER MEM-
BERSHIP APPLICATION 
FORM WITH THIS NEWSLET-
TER. PLEASE FILL THIS IN 
AND RETURN IT TO ME WITH 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP SUB-
SCRIPTION (£10 SINGLE OR 
£17 JOINT) BY 31ST 
MARCH. IF YOU FAIL T O DO 
SO YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
WILL CEASE ON 1 ST APRIL . 
If you wish to Gift Aid your 
subscription for 2010 please 
complete the Declaration on 
the back of the form. If you will 
not be rejoining it would be 

helpful if you would let me 
know.  A copy of the examined 
accounts and my report for the 
year ended 31 December 
2009 are enclosed with your 
Newsletter. A report on 2010 
so far will be included in the 
next Newsletter. 
Roy Williams, 24 Dove 
Close, St Helens, Ryde, 
PO33 1TQ .  Tel: 872276 
 



History ï East Wight  

W e are exploring the Ed-
wardian Period using 

Paul Thompsonôs  book, which  
deals especially with the social 
history at the beginning of the 
Twentieth century until the start 
of the of the first world war. The 

 DAYS-OUT GROUP   

W e will not be starting our 
outings until May ï due 

to the rather inclement weather 
experienced so far this year. 
   The first will hopefully be on 
Tuesday 11th May to Westmin-
ster Abbey. Meeting time for 
this to be arranged, but we will 
travel to London using the 
óGreyhoundô services. 
    The next outing planned is to 
Goodwood, approximate date 
11th/12th of June to visit the 
house and grounds which ap-
pear very attractive. Travel ar-
rangements will be by bus to 
Chichester and from there an-
other bus the short distance to 
our venue. 
   Any interested in coming on 
these two trips could you 
please contact me on the 
above number, and if I am not 
available leave a message and 
I will get back to you. 
    Other trips are planned for 
July, August and September or 
October ï and information for 
these will be available in subse-
quent newsletters. 
Wendy Williams         872276  

 

    FRESHWATER-HISTORY 
Our group remains small ï but 
lively and interested. We have 
nearly finished our study of 
óEleanor of Aquitaineô, after 
which we hope to find another 
book which is equally inspiring. 
     We are also a friendly group 
who meet fortnightly on a 
Thursday afternoon at the 
Freshwater Conservative Club 
ï time 2.30 to 4.30pm, and are 
always pleased to welcome 
new member. 
Please contact me if interested.  
Wendy Williams          872276  

D espite the weather we 
have managed two meet-

ings since the Christmas 
break. The Group is both ac-
tive and varied in choices and 
Adrian always provides some 
poetic humour. Subjects re-
viewed were, A Memorable 
Walk  which influenced You, 
and,  Your Own Choice .  Suf-
ficient to precis some interest-
ing subjects which were: 
Green - a colour to ignore  
especially when buying cars. 
Autograph collecting over 
the years -even obtaining 
Melvin Bragg's in an Arsenal toilet. 
Finding a small, hidden, but won-
derfully peaceful Church in 
Devon.  A fit of hitherto unsus-
pected Vertigo while on a lone 
chair lift ascending  Mount Vesu-
vius. Defeating Memory Loss . 
Unexplained Noises in the 

Night . All in all most interesting. 
Our next meeting is Tuesday 
16th March at 2.15pm at The 
Park Centre in Ryde. 
Bill Robson               868073  

ISLAND  HISTORY  GROUP 
1st  Friday  of  the  month 

(except  April  2010, 
which  is  on  9  April) 

T he  Group  meets  at  2.30 
p.m. in St.  Mary's  Church  

Hall,  Cowes 
    Due to snow and icy condi-
tions, the January meeting, 
with a talk on Oscar Wilde, to 
be given by Daphne Knapp,  
had to be cancelled.  It has 
been re-scheduled now for  
September.  In February 
we had a most interesting talk 
on the history of the Royal 
Victoria Arcade, Ryde, given 
by Diana Wood, learning how 
it had been set up by the local 
Masonic Lodges in the nine-
teenth century, with a wide 
variety of traders including 
crinoline-makers renting space 
and living there.  Diana Wood 

S ilent and Soft and Slow 
Descends the Snow" said 

Longfellow and we must say 
that the Tuesday evening in 
January as we watched in 
wonder a large amount of it 
'descend', we agreed with 
him.  The following day, how-
ever, as the poet WAH Si-
gourney said, we became 
"Helpless and Foul as the 
Trampled Snow" ( Come on, 
we are a poetry group!)  We all 
agreed with the latter quote as 
we remained trapped in our 
houses, unable to get out for 
days and having to cancel our 
Classes. However, once dug-
out and freed we soon forgot 
such trials and were able to 
reassemble on the  28th Janu-
ary 2010 with renewed vig-
our. Because of the late start 
we have only had three meet-
ing so far beginning with po-
ems of our own choice, always 
interesting and diverse. Spring 
was our next subject which 
really lifted our spirits. So 
much beautiful verse written 
and this led to our latest study, 
óRememberô. Again a large 
field to choose from and a few 
self-written.  We have a class 
now of twelve which is all the 
room we hire at  the Park Cen-
tre in Ryde can hold, but we 
hate to turn anyone away. We 
still meet every other Thursday 
a f t e rno on  a t  2 .1 5pm .         
Sheila Day         615947    

Evelyn Robson          863073   

FRENCH CONVERSATION 
GROUP 2 

W e have had a sudden 
influx of new members 

since the last Newsletter and I 
am afraid to say I have run out 
of chairs in my dining room!  At 
the moment we are unable to 
take any more members but 
please donôt let that stop you 
from calling me if you are inter-
ested in speaking French. I 
have started a waiting list and 
am also investigating the possi-
bility of finding a larger meeting 
room.  We become increasingly 
confident with our French con-
versation.  Two of our members 
are hoping to attend the U3A 
French Summer School in Ci-
rencester in July and we look 
forward to their comments 
when they return (in French of 
course!) 
 Sue Casey (Tel: 614095)  

      FOLK DANCE GROUP  

T he new year has started 
off very successfully. Any 

new members will be made 
more than welcome as we are 
a friendly , sociable and lively 
group. Please note that as 
from Friday 9th April the start-
ing time will be 10.00am - fin-
ishing at 12 noon. 
We meet every Friday morning 
at St Maryôs Church Hall off 
Warwick St Ryde. 
Brenda Benson        562047  
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told us that she has been of-
fered a fine basement there, 
for the setting up of a Ryde 
heritage centre in due course.   
On 5 March, the Group will 
hear about ñNotorious women 
of the Isle of Wightò, in a talk 
by Adrian Searle, and on 9 
April, John Medland will give a 
lecture on  the Island-born 
scientist Robert Hooke who 
was a contemporary of Isaac 
Newton and Christopher Wren. 
On 7 May, Peter Parslow's talk 
will be entitled ñFrom Messen-
ger to Manager at the Post 
Officeò.  Following this, in June 
and July, there will be summer 
outings, details of which will be 
given  in the next quarterly 
newsletter. 
Sylvia Siller 883924  
Sue Weaver 293522  
Sally Hayes 289805  

     REMINISCENCE GROUP 

events, including the political 
changes, economy and lives of 
the people of the time are being 
researched, using several 
sources. This period which 
Thompson considered as the 
Remaking of British Society  
is proving informative and   

fascinating. 
    The group continues to 
meet at óThe Ferriersô at the 
corner of Pitts Lane, Binstead, 
on alternate Wednesdays at 2-
30pm . 
Lionel Alexander  852688 
Wendy Williams  872276 



D o you wish you could see 
a play or musical some-

times but never get round to 
booking tickets, or maybe you 
have no one to go with or sim-
ply do not know when and 
whatôs on, or where to go ? 
We are about to launch a 
group for Theatre going on the 
Island. This will be in addition 
to our present group which 
arranges visits to the Festival 
Theatre Chichester. 
   The first outing will be to the 
Apollo Theatre Newport for 
óAmadeusô a superb play by 
Peter Shaffer telling of the final 
days of the composer Mozart. 
Date 27th May. Tickets £7. 
   The next visit will be to the 
Trinity Theatre, Cowes for the 
bright period musical óThe Boy 
Friendô. Date 17th June. 
    Tickets must be booked in 
advance, for Amadeus by 10th 
May ,for The Boy Friend 2nd 
June . Further Productions will 
be listed in the next Newslet-
ter. 
   If you would like to know 
more, or book for either of the 
above please phone;  
Ann Allen                    852037 

       Chairmanôs Report  

T he cold and storms of win-
ter still dominate the 

weather, but the snowdrops are 
bursting onto the scene and the 
evenings are becoming lighter. 
   Our February General Meet-
ing talk was given by Wayne 
Pritchett the Newport Harbour-
master for 27 years, on ó The 
River Medina in Bygone Daysô.   
He kept the record audience of 
141 members and visitors com-
pletely absorbed in his presen-
tation as a very knowledgeable 
speaker illustrating his talk with 
many fascinating slides. 
   The AGM is on Friday 9th 
April at the Riverside Centre 
Newport.  Colin Mitchell, our 
South-east Regional Trustee is 
the speaker.  Do come along 
and support your committee 
and help to continue the for-
ward success in the coming 

D ue to ill health, our first 
meeting for some time 

was held in early February. It 
had been necessary to cancel 
the December meeting. The 
group's kind understanding of 
the circumstances is much 
appreciated. 
   Everyone arrived at the Feb-
ruary meeting with ideas for 
work to do this year, and 
brought things they had sewn 
during the break, also some 
lovely quilts, with teddies 
tucked into them, to be sent to 
the orphanage in Romania. 
   This year's project was set 
as 'The Isle of Wight', so 
please look for our stand in the 
Newport Church Hall in Sep-
tember, where you will see the 
different ways in which the 
members have interpreted it.  
Dinny Card.              564749  

   MID-WIGHT HISTORYGROUP 

W e have continued read-
ing Our Hidden Lives -

extracts from diaries written 
during 1945-48. Whilst in dis-
cussion we learnt that two of 
our members had been in the 
Far East, during & immediately 
after the war. One as a civilian 
prisoner in the Japanese 
camps & the other in the Army, 
( they are now a happily mar-
ried couple). They related ac-
counts of some of their har-
rowing experiences. Illustrating 
the stoicism & morality they 
maintained. It has been our 
privilege to share these poign-
ant, disturbing events, retold 
with great humanity. 
   We meet fortnightly on a 
Thursday morning in Brading. 
Eva Alexander          852688  

               I.T GROUP 

T owards the end of April a 
further Absolute Beginners 

course will commence.  This 
course is fully booked but it is 
always worthwhile to put your 
name on a waiting list. 
   If anyone out there would be 
interested in assisting me with 
these courses or indeed en-
hancing further ones I would 
be delighted to hear from you. 
Jan Tavill                    562565  
jan_tavill@lineone.net 

U3A CLASSICAL MUSIC 
GROUP IN WEST WIGHT 
My idea is to have series of 
meetings/recorded recitals at 
my home in Totland, starting 
with a series tracing the history 
of musical drama from early 
opera to 20th century musicals. 
I have been collecting re-

W e have been allowed a 
ñPlay Timeò in other 

words practising ways of add-
ing colour backgrounds to our 
work. We started by writing a 
large letter in masking fluid and 
then adding a colour wash over 
it so that when we later re-
moved the masking fluid the 
letter was revealed in white with 
a coloured background. Others 
were created by scrunching 
clingfilm , or pressing bubble-
wrap, or sprinkling salt on to 
wet wash and when dry remov-
ing them.  We have also looked 
at the DVD we bought at the 
exhibition in Walton on Thames 
reminding us of the beautiful 
work we saw there. 
    Now our next piece of work 
has to start with ( and Iôm sorry 
to tell you this) a large 4 letter 
word.     
Lily Stafford                 740280  

A  packed General Meeting 
saw 140 Members and 

guests come to the Riverside 
Centre on Friday 19th February 
when Wayne Pritchett, New-
port Harbourmaster, recalled 
bygone days of the River Me-
dina.  His knowledge of people, 
dates, events and more, totally 
unaided by notes, was amaz-
ing and the accompanying 
slides were a gentle reminder 
o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e . 
    There is a continuing need 
for raffle prizes and thank 
you to those who supplied 
items for the February Meet-
ing, which raised £120.   Many 
thanks too to Lily and Eva for 
coping so well in providing re-
freshments for the huge num-
ber of people. 
Audrey Bendon   
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year ahead. 
    The membership has risen to 
over 440, and new members 
were augmented following the 
U3A Editorial in the January 
Beacon, thanks especially to 
our Publicity Officer.  Indeed we 
have been offered the same 
slot in the Beacon for next 
January. 
   It is exciting to report 7 pro-
posed new groups ï Land-
scape drawing, Gardening, 
U3A TV, Creative Writing, Clas-
sical Music, Local Theatre and 
Economic Feasibility Study. 
Details of these, you will find 
else where in the Newsletter, in 
the Group Leaders coordinators 
report and from those who will 
act as facilitators. 
   We all look forward to the 
spring. 
 
Lionel Alexander. Chairman.  

cordings for over 50 years and 
have one of the largest private 
collections in Britain, both audio 
a n d  v i d e o . 
   I have been involved in music 
since very early childhood, 
been closely involved with the 
administration of 3 London or-
chestras and recent activities 

have included singing and 
conducting at a professional-
level. In 2008 I presented a 
series of musical illustrated 
lectures at Dimbola Lodge and 
also did 49 classical music 
broadcasts for Angel Radio. I 
would love to share my inter-
est in music with you. 
   If you are interested then 
please contact me; 
David Shirley             756162  

       THEATRE VISITS GROUP 
I have just received the Bro-
chure so by the time you read 
this you will have received your 
first letter from me ;  
Lily Stafford                    740280  

Our website contains useful 
information about groups . You 
can log -on from home or any 
library .  
   www.isle -of-wight -u3a.org.uk  



CREATIVE 
WRITING?  

W ould you be interested 
in joining a óCreative 

Writingô group? I am sure eve-
ryone who can write can write 
creatively. 
   I took Portsmouth Univer-
sityôs Degree Course in Com-
munity Arts and found the 
Creative Writing Units chal-
lenging, provoking and fulfill-
ing.  I would love to start a 
group through the U3A. 
   What do you need to join 
this group?  A lot of life obser-
vations but no formal writing 
óknow howô is necessary. A 
loose leaf file, a rough note 
book for jotting down ómuses 
and games, and of course a 
comfortable writing tool. 
   We could meet at my home 
(Sandown) in the first instance, 
suggest twice a month in an 
afternoon for 2 hours.  A small 
charge of £1 to cover teas and 
biscuits. For more details 
please phone me;  
Janet Hope                 404387  

 

W hat an exciting time, our 
U3A membership num-

bers are growing and we now 
have some exciting new groups 
to offer you. 
   Within this edition of the 
newsletter you will find articles 
from the proposed new group 
(facilitator) leaders.  Try your 
hand at Creative Writing, or do 
you fancy a night out, if so, why 
not join our new Local Theatre 
Group, Interested in musical 
drama from early opera to 20th 
century musicals? Then, take a 
look at the proposed new clas-
sical music group. If you require 
more of a challenge why not 
get involved in a group for 
Economists and Budding 
Economists which is due to 
start in September? Donôt for-
get also Louisô Landscape 
Painting due to commence in 
the Spring or if you enjoy film-
ing, or want to know more 
about video techniques, why 
not join his Web Video group? 
   Do you have any other ideas 
for new groups? let me or 
Georgina know. You can check 
the groups list at our website on 
line at home or at your nearest 
library. 
Jan Tavill                     562565  
Georgina Marsh           564217  

     Recorded Music Group  

O ur meeting for Jan 12th 
had to be cancelled due to 

the extreme weather condi-
tions, so we moved everything 
on a month and on Feb. 9th we 
were the guests of Muriel 
Bridgman, who entertained us 
with a programme of music by 
Mahler (Fourth Symphony)  
Elgar ( The Music Makers) and 
one of Dvorakôs Slavonic Rhap-
sodies. 
   Our next meeting scheduled 
for March 9th ( weather permit-
ting) will be hosted by Bill and 
Evelyn Robson and I will be 
arranging something for April 
13th here in Wroxall. Meetings 
start at 2.30pm. 
Peter Bell                    853303  

ECONOMISTS 

& BUDDING 
ECONOMISTS -

NEW GROUP  

A  new group is starting on 
Monday Sept.6th called 

óEconomic Feasibility Studiesô 
meeting on the first Monday in 
each month at the United Re-
form Church meeting room at 
Haylands, Ryde.  The first pro-
posed subject is  ñBritains First 
Tourism Universityò to be based 
in Ryde, Sandown and Shank-
lin. This will also interest educa-
tionists and social scientists. 
   The by product is to reduce 
high winter unemployment , by 
keeping hotels open, that usu-
ally close in winter, to accom-
modate students and lecturers. 
8 people have already ex-
pressed an interest. For more 
information please telephone. 
Adrian Ould                  563674  

W hen  we visited the Al-
bert Cottage Hotel in 

January the meal prices had 
increased considerably , which 
we knew in advance, but sadly 
the food and service were not 
up to their usual standard. 
Yesterday evening,( 24th Feb) 
we dined at the New Holm-
wood Hotel in Cowes  where 
the food and service were ex-
cellent- a most enjoyable eve-
ning. 
Our next venues will be; 
31st  Mar. Valentines  
                                  Carisbrooke. 
28th Apr. Morgans ,  
                           Shanklin High St. 
26th May. The New Inn.  Shalfleet. 
30th June. The Bourne Hall Hotel.       

                Luccombe Rd .Shanklin. 
    Until we reach the June 
venue you will be able to order 
from the menu on the evening 
specified, but you will have to 
select  your choices in ad-
vance for the Bourne Hall. I 
will need to inform the Hotel in 
advance. 
    We will meet as usual be-
tween 
6.30 and 7.00pm and should 
you need to cancel please 
inform me,  soon as possible. 
June Reddiex              294628  

WALKING  

W inter has hit us hard . 
December and January 

were both washouts  by rain 
and snow respectively . Febru-
ary in Parkhurst Forest took 
place but despite having 
walked the route a week be-
fore the leader got lost in 
damp overcast conditions. 
Future Programme  
April 5th. 14.30 Blackgang 
Viewpoint. GR 491767-4 miles 
-one big hill . 
May 3rd. 14.30ðGodshill car 
parkï GR 529817ï not too 
hilly ï4 miles. 
June 7th 14.30ï Chale Green-
GR 485798-Hoy Monument-
one big hill. 
Mike Beardmore         754327  
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