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Dining out  

for fun 
W e had  a pleasant eve-

ning at the Melville Hall 
Hotel in November where the 
food and service were good. It 
was enjoyable to drink and chat 
in the lounge before the meal 
and partake of coffee there af-
terward. 
Our next venues will be; 
27th January 
Albert Cottage , East Cowes  
24th February  
New Holmwood Hotel, Queens 
Rd. Cowes. 
31st March  
Valentinos , Carisbrooke 
28th April. 
Morgans, High St. Shanklin 
    Please could you phone me 
at least two weeks in advance 
of the first two venues if you 
wish to attend because of hav-
ing to select your orders in ad-
vance from the menus. We will 
meet as usual between 6.30 
and 7 pm. Should you need to 
cancel would you please inform 
me as soon as possible . 
I hope you have enjoyed your 
seasonal festivities and I wish 
you a Happy New year. 
June Reddiex                294628 

CHAIRMANS REPORT  

A s I sit here putting together 
my report for the next 

Newsletter, the wind is howling, 
it is dark at 4-45pm and the 
heating is going non-stop. A 
dustbin lid has just clattered 
outside my window.       
     Our December General 
Meeting speaker was Brian 
Baffles on „Magic and Culture 
around the World‟ He was en-
tertaining and appreciated by a 
good audience at the Riverside 
Centre.  The next General Meet-
ing at the Riverside on February 
19th, is an illustrated talk on 
„Bygone Days of the River 
Medina‟ given by Wayne 
Pritchett, the Newport Harbour-
master –do come along for what 
will be a fascinating event.  

Following the National Con-
ference AGM decision regarding 
large regions, Colin Mitchell 
our Regional Trustee held a 
meeting in Southampton , at 
which he decided on an interim 
solution.  He would hold the 
reins of the whole South-East 
region, but would appoint 3 local 
representatives who would re-
port back to him.  

There are two exciting new 
initiatives to report: Our IWU3A 
Website (www.u3a-isle-of-
wight.org.uk) has been com-
pletely updated   especially due 
to the hard work and expertise 
of our member Linda Jones. Do 
look at it, if you have access to a 
computer. It will be refreshed as 
necessary, and gradually we 
can add important information 
about our activities and the 
views of you, our members. 
  We have written an Editorial 
article for the January 2010 edi-
tion of the Beacon under their 
heading of „have your say‟.   It is 
hoped that we can have items 
from Group Leaders included in 
future editions – but more anon. 
  Now that the New Year has 
started, enjoy your U3A and 
look forward to the first blooms 
of Spring. 
Lionel Alexander     Chairman  

 

Friday, 19th February 2010  -  

 2.15 for 2.30 to 4.30 p.m. 

GENERAL MEETING 
Riverside Centre, Newport  

Speaker 

Wayne Pritchett, Newport Harbourmaster 

'The River Medina in Bygone 
Days' 

Members and Visitors welcome 
Free entry, free refreshments, Raffle,  

Bring & Buy 

 ************************** 
General Meeting dates for the year: 

9th April (AGM); 22nd October:  
3rd December. 

Open Day: 23rd September 

T he genealogy group has 
got off to a good start and 

many members have made 
exciting discoveries by adding 
a branch or two to their family 
trees. At each meeting, every-
one is encouraged to put for-
ward their genealogical prob-
lems and our collective brain-
storming is very satisfying when 
we can make suggestions 
which finally resolve the prob-
lem. 
   The group is a mix of begin-
ners and more experienced 
researchers and although our 
first couple of meetings concen-
trated on websites and family 
history programmes, the contri-
bution of those with experience 
has really helped the begin-
ners. We are now at the stage 
of moving through (and hope-
fully past) the census years and 
back into parish records. 
    Computers are not essential 
to genealogy but they can cer-
tainly help and I would recom-
mend a "buddy" system for 
anyone without a computer. 
That said, I cannot emphasise 
enough the necessity to see 
and check the original records. 

PROGRAMME SECRETARY‟S REPORT 

A s if by magic, the microphone 
at the Riverside Centre eventu-

ally sprung to life and Brian Baffles 
entertained Members and friends at 
the December General Meet-
ing.  Brian is an illusionist and magi-
cian and, while watching him per-
form, he took us travelling the world 
covering different time zones and 
cultures.  With hot drinks and mince 
pies, we enjoyed a good start to the  
f e s t i v e  s e a s o n . 
    Brian would like to produce a 
Variety Show with U3A Mem-
bers.  Anyone with any talent, 
should contact him on 522460. 

Audrey Bendon        521665     

The following yarn comes to 
mind: 
   A new young monk arrives at the 
monastery. He is assigned to help 
the other monks in copying the old 
canons and laws of the church by 
hand. He notices, however, that all 
of the monks are copying from cop-
ies, not from the original manu-
script. So, the new monk goes to 
the abbot to question this, pointing 
out that if someone made even a 
small error in the first copy, it would 
never be picked up. In fact, that 
error would be continued in all of 
the subsequent copies. 
   The head monk says, "We have 
been copying from the copies for 
centuries, but you make a good 
point, my son". So, he goes down 
into the dark caves underneath the 
monastery where the original manu-
script is held in a locked vault that 
hasn't been opened for hundreds of 
years. 
   Hours go by and nobody sees the 
old abbot. So, the young monk 
gets worried and goes downstairs to 
look for him. He sees him banging 
his head against the wall. His fore-
head is all bloody and bruised and 
he is crying uncontrollably. The 
young monk asks the old abbot, 
"What's wrong, father?" With a 
choking voice, the old abbot replies, 
"The word is celebrate."  

   O u r  g r o u p  m e e t i n g s 
are usually held on the last or 
last-but-one Friday of the 
month but this is subject to 
change. Please telephone or 
check the website to confirm the 
date of the next meeting . 
Linda Jones                 551340 

 Subscriptions now due for 
2010. £10 per member -£17 

for couples at same ad-
dress. Phone Treasurer for 

details; 872276 

http://www.u3a-isle-of-wight.org.uk/
http://www.u3a-isle-of-wight.org.uk/
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History - West Wight 

W e resume our fortnightly 
meetings at the Freshwa-

ter Conservative Club in 
Queens Road at 2.30 pm on 21 
January. We will continue with 
our study of the life of Eleanor 
of Aquitane as portrayed by 
Marion Mead and supplemented 

by additional material from the book 

by  Alison Weir. 
Wendy WiIliams          872276 

Book Group - Cowes 

O ur Christmas „run-up‟ led 
us to enjoy home-made 

mince pies in December, but 
earlier to have read, The 
8thConfession by James Pat-
terson.  This novel, set in San 
Francisco within the Women‟s 
Murder Club series proved dis-
appointing, - despite the au-
thor‟s regularly acclaimed popu-
larity and reviews. Investiga-
tions of mysterious deaths 
among the rich and famous 
party set plus a more obvious 
murder of a down-and-out 
„Good Samaritan‟ produced 
characters voted mostly ill de-
fined and confusing, in a rather 
shallow and somewhat uncon-
vincing story-line. Neither of the 
2 Patterson books we have 
read since our Group‟s incep-
tion 4 years ago now, have con-
verted many of us to become 
enthusiastic fans, - but Patter-
son does clearly have his band 
of very ardent followers. 
 I n  D e c e m b e r  w e 
read Netherland by Joseph 
O‟Neill. Mostly set in New York 
after 9/11, it purported to in-
volve a murder which proved to 
be largely insignificant. The 
story focussed instead around 
idealistic attempts by the ulti-
mate crime victim to establish 
cricket as a „national game‟ in 
New York . – Not an obvious 
topic for any book! It told of an 
unlikely friendship with a Dutch 
banker, lonely and abandoned 
by his wife after 9/11, and re-
cruited to „help the cause‟. The 
book needed perseverance to 
complete, contained long pas-
sages of highly descriptive writ-
ing described by several as 
tedious, but incredibly well writ-
ten, quite philosophical and 
near poetic by others. Few 
managed to engage with the 
characters, and many felt the 
story went nowhere.   As ever, 
we have refreshingly varying 
opinions of our read books, - 
which is just why we enjoy be-
ing members of the Cowes 
Book Group. Happy New Year 
to one and all! 
N e x t  M e e t i n g s  & 
Books: 15/01/10 – The Other 
H a n d  b y  C h r i s 
Cleave: 19/02/10 ( - may be 
altered) – Mr. Pip by Lloyd 
Jones : 19/03/10- TBA. 
Shirley Mawdesley    883612 

ENGLISH LITERATURE  
(West Wight) 

O ur autumn session was 
completed with contribu-

tions by Wendy Hayday 
(A.A.Milne) and Jill Gregory 
(Lewis Carroll).  The following 
programme is planned for the 
period up to Easter: 
Jan 11           “A Fresh Start” 
All Members 
Jan 25            Anthony Trollope 
John Kempster 
Feb  8             “Love Poems”  
All Members 
Feb 22      Samuel Johnson/
James Boswell  
Sara Pivonka 
Mar  8             Dylan Thomas 
Evie Watts  
 Mar 22   Walter Savage Landor 
Jill Gregory 
Apl 12   Planning and Free-for-          
  -All-   All members 
    Will all members please note 
that our meetings at the Tenny-
son Suite, Memorial Hall, Fresh-
water, commence at 2.30 (to 
help the loyal members who 
travel across the Island to be 
with us)  
   John sends his best wishes to 
those who have not been well 
recently and hopes to see them 
soon.  Members and prospec-
tive members can reach him on 
the number shown below. 
John  Kempster                752308          

 
 

 
Poetry at Ryde 

J ust before Christmas our 
Group had a sudden surge 

in  Numbers and we were al-
most full to capacity at the Park 
Centre in Ryde where we meet 
every other week at 2.15pm. 
We now have at least twelve 
members attending and this 
results in some lively discus-
sions. We have moved away 
from specific poets for the time 
being and we work on 
themes.  We have covered the 
subjects of Love, Childhood, 
Sport and, lastly, Winter. This 
enables us to unearth a range 
of Poetry on the given Subject 
and Poets not always so famil-
iar to us. Just before we broke 
up we enjoyed some charming 
and lyrical verse which extolls 
the beauty of Winter, the frost 
and gently falling snow and its 
transformation of the landscape 
into tranquillity and peace. 
    What a contrast to the reality 
of what happened when the 
snow before Christmas resulted 
in the utter chaos of our Trans-
port system and roads!  How-
ever, some good news, one of 
our members Judith Nevell, 
was overall winner of the adult 
section of The Island Voices 
Poetry Competition with her 
poem "A New Dinosaur". Con-
gratulations to her! 
  We start back on Thursday    
14th January 2010 
Evelyn  Robson         868073    

ARMCHAIR 
OPERA AND 

BALLET. 

T he BBC seems to be tak-
ing more seriously its com-

mitment to the public who sup-
port the performing arts.  In the 
last few weeks they have pre-
sented a production of the op-
era „Don Carlos‟ (too long, 
unfortunately, for our group), 
working biographies and ballet 
performances from Fonteyn 
and Nureyev, on Christmas 
eve a performance of „Swan 
Lake‟ from the Mariynski 
Theatre in Leningrad intro-
duced by Darcey Bussell with 
interval descriptions of the way 
body position and movement 
can convey emotion.  I believe 
there are further goodies in 
store,  keep watch. 
 My adaptations and refurbish-

ment are still not complete but I 
anticipate adequate sitting 
space for Tuesday 26th January 
(Firebird, following on from 
September‟s Petroushka), 
then February‟s opera (Fidelio) 
and March‟s musical (Easter 
Parade).  Please telephone me 
if you want further information, 
or to attend any of our meet-
ings.   
Edna Cahill                 863079 

French Conversation 2. 

A lthough our name has 
changed slightly we are still 

the same friendly group of 
French speakers who meet 
most Friday afternoons in Ryde 
and have fun with the French 
language.  Not only are we 
making progress (albeit quite 
slowly) but more importantly our 
confidence is growing.  So is 
our membership.  I have re-
ceived several enquiries from 
people who are interested in 
joining our group. If you would 
like to come along why not give 
me a ring and see what we are 
about? 
Sue Casey                 614095 

History Mid Wight. 

T his new group has started 
by reading, Our Hidden 

Lives by Simon Garfield. This 
consists of extracts taken from 
diaries submitted to the Mass 
Observation Unit,(1945-48). We 
meet in the comfortable home 
of two of our members and eve-
ryone has taken on an inter-
ested and active part. 
  Our first meeting this term is 
on Thursday morning, January 
7th. and every 2 weeks thereaf-
ter. We have no vacancies at 
present. 
 Eva Alexander       852688 

F or our last outing of 2009 
we braved the elements to 

visit the Victorian Christ-
mas Market at Portsmouth 
Dockyard, where we also took 
the opportunity to look over 
HMS Warrior. We are now 
waiting for some brighter and 
warmer weather with longer 
hours of daylight before plan-
ning our activities for 2010. 
Wendy Williams     872276 
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Group Leader Co-ordinators report 

G eorgina and I would like to 
wish everyone all the best 

for 2010 and hope it will be a 
good year for you all. 
   In the last edition we asked 
whether anyone would be inter-
ested in setting up a Chess for 
Beginners, Local Theatre, Play-
reading, or Mah -Jong Group.  It 
was disappointing that we had 
no feedback from anyone!  The 
thought of being a group leader 
may feel „scary‟ for some, but 
you don‟t even need to be the 
leader you could just help in 
facilitating the running of such a 
group and you would get plenty 
of support from Georgina and 
myself.  Think about it and give 
us a call. 
   Linda Jones, who runs the 
genealogy group has kindly 
updated our web site.  Check it 
out, its address is;  
   www.u3a-isle-of-wight.org.uk/ . 
At the same time you may like 
to check out other U3A web 
sites around the country.  Group 
Leaders if you wish to add more 
information on the web site in 
respect of your group you can 
let me know.  We can even add 
pictures, take a look at the Sci-
ence Group! 
  If you have any thoughts or 
ideas in respect of groups etc 
please contact us. 
Jan Tavill                    562565 
Georgina Marsh         564217 

REMINISCENCE GROUP 

T his Group will have had 
and, hopefully, enjoyed the 

Christmas break. We dis-
cussed;  'A Time When One 
W a s  R e a l l y  F r i g h t -
ened'  and  'One's First 
Job'  prior to the Holi-
day. Events from experiences in 
banking and insurance and war-
time memories to waking up in 
hospital next to handcuffed pris-
oners showed the variety in 
these subjects. 
  I visited our past leader, Audrey, in 
her care home in  Shanklin at 
Christmas and she sends the U3A 
her Best Wishes. We start back on 
19th Jan 2010 at 2.15pm at the 
Park Centre in Ryde and look for-
ward to our next subject, 'A Most 
Memorable Walk'. 
Every Good Wish for 2010 

Bill Robson                 868073 

T he Novel our group read in 
October „The Visible 

World‟ by Mark Slouka, was 
unusual in its setting and in its 
format. The story of a man who 
was trying to find out about a 
love affair his Mother had had 
as a young woman in Czecho-
slovakia at the beginning of the 
Nazi invasion. The first two 
parts of the book told of his re-
search for facts, and the final 
section of the book was a short 
novel telling his Mothers‟ story 
as he imagined it to have hap-
pened. We followed that with 
„The Secret Life of Bees‟ by 
Sue Monk Kidd which is an-

ôBONNE  
ANNEEõ 

French Conversation 

S o quickly, so quickly the 
year has flown and it 

seems incredible that we have 
enjoyed 26 gatherings during 
the time. This should mean an 
improvement in our French ca-
pabilities and I sense that is the 
case. 
  We have had a social season 
lately commencing in early No-
vember when Keith invited us 
all to her home at Abbeyfield, 
along with family and friends, to 
help celebrate a milestone birth-
day. So enjoyable it was to 
meet new folk and to relax in a 
party atmosphere.  
  Our group year ended on De-
cember 10th as we had 
all received another invitation, 
this time to join Lilian at her 
home for luncheon. We gath-
ered at 11 00 am for, in princi-

ISLAND  HISTORY  GROUP 

T he group very much en-
joyed a Christmas Lunch at 

Northwood House in December, 
when forty-seven members and 
friends attended.  After the 
meal,  the Chairman of the 
Trustees Liz Mackenzie gave a 
most interesting talk on the his-
tory of the Ward family who 
bought the original Belle-Vue 
mansion from  the Mount Edge-
combe Estate  in the late eight-
eenth century, and their close 
connection with John Nash, the 
famous Regency Architect.  
   On 8th January, the Group 
have a talk on Oscar Wilde, by 
Daphne Knapp, debating the 
deeper meaning of his writings.   
  On 5th February, invited 
speaker Diana Wood will 
chronicle the fascinating history 
of the Royal Victoria Arcade in 
Ryde. 
   This will be followed, on 5th 
March,  by a talk by Adrian 
Searle entitled “Notorious 
women of the Isle of Wight”, 
which promises to be intriguing. 
   We are delighted to announce 
that on 9th April, John Medland 
will be coming to talk on “The 
life and work of Robert 
Hooke”, the seventeenth cen-
tury scientist, born in Freshwa-
ter,  who has been called 
“England's Leonardo”, with all 
his wondrous inventions during 
his forty years with The Royal 
Society. 
   We know that we will have an 
even larger audience than usual 
for our popular Island historian 
and will need  to draft in extra 
chairs into the Hall. 
1st  Friday  of  the month 
(except  January  2010, which  
is  on  8th January,  and except  
April  2010, which  is  on  9th 

April. 
The  Group  meets  at  2:30 
p.m.  In St. Mary's  Church  
Hall,  Cowes. 
Sylvia Siller                883924 
Sue Weaver                293522 

SCRABBLE 
Needs someone 
to hold the bag 

T he Scrabble group meets 
alongside the bridge group 

at the Isle of Wight Community 
Club, Park Road, Cowes 
(formerly the Plessey Club, op-
posite the recreation/cricket 
ground) on Thursdays, 2.00-
4.30 pm. 
   2009 saw many enquirers but 
few attendants. I am busy 
house-building and cannot al-

other unusual story with knowl-
edge about the habits and care 
of bees interwoven with the 
story of a young white girl, in 
the Southern States of America 
at the time of segregation laws 
being dropped. A group of warm 
and ideosyncratic black women 
take the girl into their home and 
lives as she    escapes from an 
unfeeling step-father in a search 
to know more about her dead 
Mother. Two books, both with 
the same theme,a search for 
love or inspired by it. 
   We meet at Bonchurch 
3rd Monday in the month 
Ann Allen                     852037 

ple, an hour of French Conver-
sation however, that was sub-
merged by the jollity in us all 
exchanging Christmas cards. 
Lunch followed, all the dishes 
prepared by Lilian,  she offered 
a wonderful selection  and with 
the friendship emanating from 
one and all in a relaxed manner, 
everyone had a wonderful time. 
It goes without saying that we 
all thanked Lilian for her hospi-
tality and starting our Christmas 
season off in fine style. 
To the New Year? Without 
doubt all the members will be 
gathering, as usual, on alternate 
Thursdays with the wish to bat-
tle once again with the French 
language, (well, not battle, more 
of a skirmish!), with the lan-
guage always winning. We will 
get there though! 
We would all like to take this 
opportunity to wish all IOWU3A 
members a happy, healthy and 
peaceful New Year 

 „Amicalement,ô 
Jack Eales              760591 

ways be available so I fear the 
group may fold. The venue will 
continue to be available, how-
ever, so there is no reason why 
Scrabble lovers shouldn‟t turn 
up and play. The U3A bridge 
group will still be in attendance 
and there are always plenty of 
spare tables.   
   If anyone would be willing 
to take on the mantle of 
group leader/organiser please 
contact me. In the meantime, if 

you would like to play Scrabble, 
please do come along and give it 
a go. 

Penny Downer     298665 

NEXT ISSUE DEAD-
LINE IS MARCH 1st. 

Members who would pre-
fer to receive the news-
letter by email as PDF 

please contact; 
bpedmunds@aol.com 
Large size prints are 
available on request. 

BOOKS– BONCHURCH The Modern Novel 

http://www.u3a-isle-of-wight.org.uk/


Group Leader Tel No Location 

Armchair Opera Ballet Edna Cahill 863079 Winford 

Art Workshop Eileen Ellis-Williams 613381 St Helens 

Bridge Vernon Morris 292976 Cowes 

Calligraphy Lily Stafford 740280 Newport 

       Jointly with Sheila Bell 853303   

Craft Sally Hayes 289805 Cowes 

Books - Bonchurch Ann Allen 852037 Bonchurch 

Books - Cowes Shirley Mawdsley 883612 Cowes 

Books - Shanklin June Withers 866459 Shanklin 

Days Out Wendy Williams 872276 Various 

Dinners June Reddiex 294628 Various 

Folk Dancing Brenda Benson 562047 Ryde 

     Jointly with   Shirley Burns    

French intermediate Roi Milburn 562205 Ryde 

French Conversation Jack Eales 760591 Ryde 

Brush up your French   Sandra Thearle 752979 Freshwater 

French Conversation 2 Sue Casey 614095 Ryde 

Genealogy Linda Jones 551340 Chale Green 

History East Wight Lionel Alexander 852688 Ryde 

         Jointly with    Wendy Williams 872276   

History Mid Wight Eva Alexander 852688 Brading 

History West Wight Wendy Williams 872276 Freshwater 

Island History Sylvia Sillar 883924 Cowes 

     Jointly with Sally Hayes 289805   

IT Computers  Jan Tavill 562565 Newport 

English Literature John Kempster 752308 Freshwater 

Patchwork & Quilting Dinny Card 564749 Ryde 

Poetry Evelyn Robson 868073 Ryde 

       Jointly with Sheila Day 615947   

Pub Lunch by Bus Maggie Hough 292689 Various 

Recorded Music Peter Bell 853303 Wroxall 

Remember When? Bill Robson 868073 Lake 

Science Derek Bean 872945 Various 

Scrabble Penny Downer 298665 Cowes 

Spanish Sylvia Haddon 872555 Brading 

     Jointly with Gerry Keigwin 407495   

Theatre Visits Lily Stafford 740280 Chichester 

Walking Michael Beardmore 754327 Various 

        

New groups recruiting now      

Landscape Painting Louis Lawrence   852354 Various 

U3ATV Channel Louis Lawrence   852354 Various 
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A  warm welcome to new 
members of our U3A and a 

big "Thank You" to the nearly 
two thirds of our existing mem-
bers who renewed their mem-
bership for 2010 before 31 De-
cember 2009.  
    This has helped to spread my 
workload at this time of the year, as 
well as being an encouraging start 

Noteworthy 

dates for U3A 
 

SECRETARY‟S REPORT 

I  have received details of a 
U3A South East Forum Sum-

mer School in Chichester from 
6th to 9th July offering many 
study subjects.  The cost varies 
from £130.00 to £275.00 and 
further details can be obtained 
from Arthur Brown on 01293 
771794 or Edna Wright on 
01903 753696.  There will also 
be U3A Summer Schools in 
Cirencester from 16th to 19th 
August and 23rd to 26th Au-
gust.  The cost for full board 
accommodation is £305.00 per 
person and for a non-residential 
delegate (including lunch but 
not dinner) it is £116.00 per 
person.  More information 
should be in the next edition of 
U3A News.  On 30th March at 
the Ri in London the U3A will 
explore “Extra Terrestrial life” 
followed by “The Obesity 
Time Bomb”.  Tickets £15 
each.  If you are interested in a 
study holiday in Holland (for 
U3A members) from 18 April for 
9 days please e-mail Jean 
G o o d e v e  a t 
jggoodeve@tiscali.co.uk or 
phone Jamie Davies on 08444 
129900 (option 4).  In June the 
Jazz Appreciation Network 
have a holiday in Rimini.  The 
cost  of £739 includes air fare, 
hotel and jazz music each eve-
ning.  Detai ls are on 
www.u3a.org.uk I will bring 
flyers for all these events to the 
February General Meeting. 
Sue Casey                    614095 

T he new beginners classes 
commence on the 13th 

January.  This course is now 
full.  The next beginners course 
will commence in the Spring 
2010. 
   During April, dates not yet 
agreed, it is the intention to 
commence the „computer club‟.  
I already have a list of people 
who have expressed an interest 
in coming along.  These ses-
sions will be run differently to a 
formal teaching class.  There 
will be a list of topics for each 
session and you can sign your-
self onto the sessions that will 
be of interest to you.  The dates 
and topics will be advertised in 
the next edition of the newslet-
ter and at that time you will also 
be able to find them listed in the 
Isle of Wight U3A web site, 
www.u3a-isle-of-wight.org.uk/
index.htm under groups IT. 
  Please contact me by phone/ 
email; jan_tavill@lineone.net 
(there is an underscore be-
tween the jan and tavill). 
  All classes are held on 
Wednesday „s 2pm – 4pm at 
the Riverside Centre 
Jan Tavill                     562565 

FOLK DANCE 
GROUP 

F rom the group‟s concept 
and inauguration in Febru-

ary 2005, the overall  member-
ship has grown  from 8 up to the 
present level of over 40. The 
repertoire of dances has ex-
panded over all the  dance 
types performed . From virtually 
nobody being able to call the 
dances , there are now 8 regu-
lar and reasonably competent 
self-taught callers using CD‟s. 
The groups new season started 
on January 8th  and anyone 
interested in joining will be 
made welcome. It is open to 
men and women , with or with-
out a dance partner . Although 
outnumbered , the number of 
men attending is slowly increas-
ing. All dances are walked 
through first and any unfamiliar 
steps are demonstrated. 
We meet every Friday morning 
between 9.45 and 11.45 am at 
St Mary‟s Church Hall, off War-
wick St. Ryde. 
Brenda Benson           562047    

EDWARDIAN  
HISTORY  

AT EAST WIGHT  

T his term we are beginning to 
learn about the Edwardians, 

based on reading Paul Thompson's 
book. This  deals especially with the 
social history between the Victorian 
era and the start of the first world 
war.  The remaking of British His-
tory at the start of the twentieth 
century together with the political 
changes and the lives of the people 
who fashioned it, will be re-
searched. 
   The group continues to meet at 
Farriers in Binstead at 2.30 - 4.30 
pm on alternate Wednesdays from 
the 6th January till Easter. We are 
sorry that at present we have a 
waiting list for  new members. 
 Lionel Alexander      852688 
Wendy Williams      872276 

for the coming year.  I hope that the 
other third of you will also rejoin.      
   However if you do not wish to 
continue your membership I would 
be grateful if you would let me know 
- you will not be asked to give any 
reason. 
 The examined accounts for the 
year ended 31 December 2009 
should be available for circulation 
with the next Newsletter around the 
middle of March. 
Roy Williams  24 Dove Close,  
St Helens,Ryde, 
PO33 1TQ                                        
Tel: 872276 
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